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Liturgy Schedule for the Sixth Week of Easter. 18th May – 24th May, 2009 

Monday 18th May 
St. John I, pope and martyr 

Saint Patrick’s 10.00am Mass 

Tuesday 19th May 
Sixth Week of Easter 

Saint Patrick’s 10.00am Mass 

Wednesday 20th May 
St. Bernadine of Sienna, priest 

Saint Patrick’s 10.00am Mass 

Thursday 21st May 
St. Christopher Magallanes, priest 

and Companions, martyrs 

Saint Patrick’s 10.00am Mass 

Friday 22nd May 
St. Rita of Cascia, religious 

Saint Patrick’s 8.00pm Mass 

Saturday 23rd May 
Sixth Week of Easter 

Saint Patrick’s 10.00am Mass 
6.00pm Vigil Mass for Sunday: 
(John J. Donnelly – 11th Anniversary) 

Sunday 24th May 
Feast of the Ascension of the Lord 

Our Lady of the Wayside 
Saint Patrick’s 

(please note the change) 

9:00am Mass: ‘Misso Pro Populo’ 
11:00am Mass:  
First Holy Communion for our children 

Praying the Rosary during the Month of May 

During the month of May members of the Legion of Mary supported by others in our congregation will lead us 
praying the Rosary 30 minutes before the beginning of Mass each day. Please join them or make the Rosary 
your special family prayer during this month.  

Confession Schedule 

Friday 22nd May Saint Patrick’s 7:30pm (for families of First Communicants) 

Saturday 23rd May Saint Patrick’s 5:30pm (before Vigil Mass) 

Sunday 24th May Our Lady of the Wayside 8:30am (before Mass) 
 

Weekly Offerings: Thank you for your generosity to last week’s collection which amounted to £1,275 and for 
your contribution of £715 (£850 in 2008) to the Diocesan Purposes Collection taken up last weekend. 
 

Trócaire Lenten Campaign: Thank you for your generous contributions to this year’s Lenten campaign. Thank 
you to the people who distributed 333 envelopes throughout the parish and brought the campaign into all 
homes in Greencastle. 127 envelopes were returned with £4,380. As was done in 2008, Our Lady of Lourdes 
Primary School organised a fund-raising function during Holy Week and contributed £550 this year, so that a 
total of £4,930 was forwarded this week to the Diocesan Office. The 12 Taxpayers who signed and returned the 
special ‘Gift Aid’ forms for Trócaire have added to their contributions by doing that. Despite the stresses of our 
own economic constraints your care for those experiencing even greater stresses is admirable. Thank you.  
 

Remembering Our Dead:  Please remember in your prayers Dan Bonner who was buried during the week. 
We pray this week for John J. Donnelly whose anniversary occurs at this time. We also remember the most 
recently enrolled members of DDS: Mary Kate McAleer, Cecilia Woodhall and Maureen McCullagh. 
When he died last Saturday evening Dan Bonner was the oldest man in our parish faith-community. Although 
he had no immediate family members living here we extend our parish sympathy and prayerful support to his 
closest friends, the Morris family of Aughascribba and all who mourn his passing. 
 

Next Sunday’s Readings: Acts of the Apostles 1:1-11;  Psalm 46;  Ephesians 4:1-13 or Ephesians 1:17-23;   
 Mark 16:15-20 (Lectionary I, page 552) 
 

Lotto Numbers: 1, 4, 9, 24 (5 winners with 3 numbers – £10 each)   Next Jackpot: £1,050 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

{{{Please Note}}} Because of First Holy Communion on Sunday 24th May, Mass at Our Lady of the Wayside 
Church, Broughderg will be at 9.00am and Mass at St. Patrick’s Church, Greencastle will be at 11.00am.  
 

Derry Diocesan Pilgrimage to Knock: Bishop Hegarty asks for your support on Sunday 7th June  
(there will be no Lourdes Pilgrimage in 2009). The timetable is: 
2.30pm: Anointing of those who are sick. 
3.00pm: Concelebrated Mass with Bishop Hegarty.  
4.00pm:  Solemn Blessing of those who are sick, Benediction, Rosary and Procession to the Shrine.  
A Bus will leave from Gortin, Greencastle and Mountfield.  
To book seats with Pat McSwiggan call (028) 8164 7099 as soon as possible. 
 

Diocesan Youth Mass and Blessing for Young Drivers: On Pentecost Sunday (31st May) in St. Columb’s 
Church, Chapel Road, Waterside, Derry there will be a Diocesan Youth Mass and Blessing for Young Drivers at 
7.00pm.  All young drivers are invited to bring their license or car keys to this Mass for a special blessing. ‘Rejoice’, 
the Diocesan Youth Choir will lead the music and Bishop Hegarty will be the main celebrant.  Refreshments will be 
served in the parish centre after Mass. Everyone welcome. 
 

Aware Defeat Depression Omagh Support Group: The Tara Centre, 11 Holmview Terrace, Omagh meets at 
7.30pm on the second and last Thursday of each month. There is no charge and no need to register.  
Tel. (028) 7126 0602 for information. Volunteers needed in the Omagh area. Full training and support provided. 
 

Clanabogan Drama Circle – A Wake In The West (A Three Act comedy by Michael J. Ginnelly): 
Greencastle Community Centre Friday 22nd May at 8.30pm. Admission £5.00. Proceeds will go to the Mission work 
of Monsignor Danny and Fr. Mark Monaghan, SMA priests in Nigeria, Africa.  
 

This is an appeal on behalf of Family Care Society: Family Care Society is a voluntary adoption agency with its 
roots in the Catholic Church and we provide an adoption service throughout all of Northern Ireland. 
A core part of our work is to place children with new adoptive families. These children are often from the care 
system and may have had a difficult start in life.  We are experienced in finding families for these children but given 
the number of children being referred and their specific needs we are always looking for families to come forward. In 
October 2008 we wrote to you seeking your help in our recruitment of new adoptive families via advertising in your 
Sunday bulletin and we would like to thank you for the support you provided.  It proved to be a very successful way 
of finding adoptive families. Given however our urgent need presently to find families for more young children, we 
are again respectfully asking for your help.  We would be really grateful if you could include the following insertion in 
the Sunday bulletin. 

Anne O’Hagan (Assistant Chief Officer, Family Care Society, 1A Miller Street, Derry) 
 

Addiction – The first step in recovery: Learn from the past, plan for the future, live in the present – Dependence 
on alcohol, other drugs or gambling presents life threatening physical and mental health challenges for individuals, 
stress and relationship difficulties in families, financial problems for all concerned, educational issues for children 
and young people, deaths on roads and crime on our streets.  
 

An honest response to the following questions will confirm evidence of addiction.  
 

 1. Have you ever felt you should cut down on your use of alcohol, other drugs or the time and money  
  spent gambling? 
 

 2. Have people annoyed you by criticising your dependence on alcohol, other drugs or the time and  
  money spent on gambling? 
 

 3. Have you ever felt guilty about your dependence on alcohol, other drugs or on gambling? 
 

 4. Have you needed alcohol or other drug first thing in the morning to steady your nerves or to get rid of 
  a hangover? 
 

If you are concerned about your dependence on alcohol, other drugs or gambling, staff in White Oaks Rehabilitation 
Centre R.O.I Tel: (074) 9384 400 or N.I. Tel 00353 74938 4400 provide a confidential counselling service for 
individuals, couples or families.  It has been said that a journey of 1000 Km begins with the first step, begin the 
journey into recovery today. 

 

 



Book says Late Pope Kept Sense of Fun in His Final Years – Warsaw, Poland: Pope John Paul II sang and 
made jokes even at the end of his life, said a Polish archbishop who was one of the pope’s personal 
secretaries. “The pope loved to laugh and could play innocent pranks,” said Coadjutor Archbishop Mieczyslaw 
Mokrzycki of the Latinrite. Archdiocese of Lviv, Ukraine. “He wasn’t exuberant and didn’t collect information, 
and he preferred to listen rather than talk. But he also noticed it when you’d had a hard day or were in bad 
mood. He would wink at you and smile.” The archbishop spoke recently to Poland’s TVN 24 about his book, “He 
Liked Tuesdays Best,” about life with Pope John Paul. He said that on Tuesdays during the papacy, Pope John 
Paul often would make discreet, unreported excursions outside Rome. Archbishop Mokrzycki said the pontiff 
was addicted to fresh air and insisted on keeping his Vatican apartment windows open, even in cold weather. 
The late pope rose regularly at 5 a.m. to watch the sunrise and “also liked sunset, during which he often cut 
himself off and became immersed in prayer,” Archbishop Mokrzycki said. 

 
"Fidelity to your Christian roots", he added, "fidelity to the Church's mission in the Holy Land, demands of each 
of you a particular kind of courage: the courage of conviction, born of personal faith, not mere social convention 
or family tradition; the courage to engage in dialogue and to work side by side with other Christians in the 
service of the Gospel and solidarity with the poor, the displaced, and the victims of profound human tragedies; 
the courage to build new bridges to enable a fruitful encounter of people of different religions and cultures, and 
thus to enrich the fabric of society. It also means bearing witness to the love which inspires us to 'lay down' our 
lives in the service of others, and thus to counter ways of thinking which justify 'taking' innocent lives". 

Pope Benedict XVI on his visit to the Holy Land this past week 

 
Seeing your life through the lens of the gospels – John 15:1-8: 
1. A commandment of love is something of a contradiction in terms. Love is a free choice. That is what gives 
 the thrill to the experience of being loved. Recall times when you received gestures of love from another: 
  •  a spontaneous embrace from a husband or wife; 
  •  a wave from a friend; 
  •  words of comfort and affirmation 
 not because the other person felt obliged to reach out to you but because they wanted to let you know that 
 you were loved. What effect did that have on you? 
2. Often love and friendship make demands on us. Parents give freely of their time and energy to the care of 
 their children but sometimes it requires a lot of effort. Also in responding to the needs of friends or spouses 
 we can be challenged to ‘lay down’ our own ‘lives’ at least for a time. Can you recall a time when putting 
 yourself out for others bore fruit for them and for you? 
3. Jesus called the disciples ‘friends’ not ‘servants’ because he had told them everything about himself. When 
 have you allowed yourself to be known and loved? When has friendship blossomed for you because you 
 made the time available and took the effort to understand another? 
4. The presence of God is revealed to us in the love we experience from others. Sometimes it can be clearly 
 seen in the love between husband and wife, or parent and child when it doesn’t have to be proved but is 
 the nature of the relationship in which they live. Love can also be apparent in difficult situations like when 
 someone is ill or dying or in any kind of trouble. Abiding in the love of another is one of the greatest joys of 
 life. When have you had that experience? 

John Byrne OSA (john@orlagh.ie) 

 
 Questions people ask: 
Q. How can I answer somebody who claims that May devotion to Mary is the ancient cult of a goddess of 
 fertility and that Queen of Heaven was the title of a pagan goddess in Egypt? 
A. The Bible shows how good elements of pagan festivals were adopted as the framework for the great Jewish 
 feasts of the events of salvation. The Christian Church retained this biblical practice in giving a new meaning 
 to the Passover and Pentecost, as well as replacing the pagan feast of mid-winter with Christmas. If May’s 
 beautiful blossoms are the promise of a fertile harvest, what’s wrong in using them to remind us of Mary’s 
 fertile womb in which the Word was made flesh? 

Fr Silvester O’Flynn OFM Cap (silvesteroflynn@gmail.com) 

 

 

The Deep End – Appeasing God: 
Today’s First Reading (1John 4:7-10) is a tricky one. Having just told us the wonderful news that ‘God is love’ (v8), 
John now seems to undo it all by saying that God ‘sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins’ (v10). Here 
we have that seemingly awful image of God, as the one who demands appeasement for the sins of humanity by the 
death of his beloved Son. So which is it? It can’t be both, can it? How can a God who is love possibly want the one 
he loves to be slaughtered to appease him? To put it bluntly: is there some way of honouring the text without 
dishonouring God? 
Now you can try to resolve the dilemma by saying it is God’s love for us that compels him to send his son to be 
killed. But, the possibility that God could love human beings more than his ‘beloved’ son stretches the mind that little 
bit too far, don’t you think? If God, indeed, is love, and totally independent in how he expresses it, then why on earth 
would he demand sacrificial appeasement? Does that not smack of hardness of heart, even vindictiveness?  
You may introduce justice into the equation and claim that divine justice demands it. But is that not making love 
subservient to justice? And love is greater. Indeed, as Paul says in 1Cor 13:13 ‘the greatest of all is love’. Once God 
forgives, justice goes out the door. So, are love and demands for appeasement mutually exclusive? If you find out, 
let me know. 

Fr. Tom Cahill SVD, Divine Word Missionaries, Donamon, Co Roscommon (tomcee@eircom.net) 

 

Reflection on Exams: Exams are a test of knowledge or skill. They have their importance. However, they are not a 
measure of the worth of the individual. They indicate one aspect of us, but we are much more than any exam can 
show. Success or failure does not give the full measure of our worth. Each one of us is unique and precious with our 
own gifts and talents. God made us that way. God wants us to use those talents. Exams can be an anxious time. 
But remember, we are more than our exam results. We are loved for who we are, not for our achievements. God 
wants us to discover all our wonderful gifts.  Missionaries of the Sacred Heart Support Centre 

 

The Sisters of St John (a new religious order recently arrived in Derry) invite you to a day retreat at 
Whiteoaks, Muff on Saturday 23rd May, on the Apocalypse of St John and what it has to do with Knock, led by Fr 
Alain Marie from the Community of St John. Starts at 10.00am and finishes at 8.30pm with Mass at 11.30am,  talks, 
Adoration. Meals available if booked before 15th May, price 15€, please contact the Sisters on (028) 7135 3414. 
Pilgrimage to Knock led by Fr Alain Marie, Tuesday 26th May, 9am-6pm, talks, rosary, confession, Mass at the 
Shrine 11.00am, for info on transport and accommodation, please contact the Sisters on  
(028) 7135 3414. Sr. Mary Magdalene, 10 Belvoir Park, Culmore. Derry BT48 8PQ. 

 

Family Care Society – Could you make a child happy again after a difficult start in life? Family Care Society is 
presently seeking adoptive families for children aged between 2 and 6 years and who need the love and attention of 
a caring and understanding family. Could this be you? Please contact the Family Care Society at (028) 9069 1133 
or (028) 7136 8592. W: www.family-care-society.net E: email@family-care-society.org  

 


