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Liturgy Schedule for the Fifth Week of Easter. 11th May – 17th May, 2009 

Monday 11th May 
Fifth Week of Easter 

Saint Patrick’s 10.00am Mass 

Tuesday 12th May 
Fifth Week of Easter 

Saint Patrick’s 10.00am Mass 

Wednesday 13th May 
Our Lady of Fatima 

Saint Patrick’s 10.00am Mass 

Thursday 14th May 
St. Matthias, Apostle 

Saint Patrick’s 10.00am Mass 

Friday 15th May 
St. Carthage, bishop 

Saint Patrick’s 8.00pm Mass: 
(Francis Myles McCullagh – 2nd Anniversary) 

Saturday 16th May 
St. Brendan, Abbot 

Saint Patrick’s 10.00am Mass 
6.00pm Vigil Mass for Sunday 

Sunday 17th May 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

Saint Patrick’s 
Our Lady of the Wayside 

9:00am Mass: ‘Misso Pro Populo’ 
11:00am Mass 

Praying the Rosary during the Month of May 

During the month of May members of the Legion of Mary supported by others in our congregation will lead us 
praying the Rosary 30 minutes before the beginning of Mass each day. Please join them or make the Rosary 
your special family prayer during this month.  

Confession Schedule 

Saturday 16th May Saint Patrick’s 5:30pm (before Vigil Mass) 

Sunday 17th May Our Lady of the Wayside 8:30am (before Mass) 
 

Weekly Offerings: Thank you for your generosity to last week’s collection which amounted to £1,020. This 
weekend the annual Diocesan Purposes Collection will be taken up after Holy Communion’. 
 

Remembering Our Dead: We pray this week for Maureen Fox and Francis Myles McCullagh whose 
anniversaries occur at this time. We also remember the most recently enrolled members of DDS:  
Mary Kate McAleer, Cecilia Woodhall and Maureen McCullagh. 
 

{{{Please Note}}} Because of First Holy Communion on Sunday 24th May, Mass at Our Lady of the Wayside 
Church, Broughderg will be at 9.00am and Mass at St. Patrick’s Church, Greencastle will be at 11.00am. 
 

Derry Diocesan Pilgrimage to Knock: Bishop Hegarty asks for your support on Sunday 7th June  
(there will be no Lourdes Pilgrimage in 2009). The timetable is: 
2.30pm: Anointing of those who are sick. 
3.00pm: Concelebrated Mass with Bishop Hegarty.  
4.00pm:  Solemn Blessing of those who are sick, Benediction, Rosary and Procession to the Shrine.  
A Bus will leave from Gortin, Greencastle and Mountfield.  
To book seats with Pat McSwiggan call (028) 8164 7099 as soon as possible. 

 

Derry Diocesan Pilgrimage Office invites us to join in the Pilgrimage on Sunday 7th June. Anyone who has 
poor mobility or is in need of assistance and who would like to participate in the Diocesan Pilgrimage should 
register with the Pilgrimage Office (Tel: (028) 7126 0293). Staff from the Lourdes Hospitalite will provide care. 
Any individual, choir members or musicians who would like to contribute to the music should contact  
Sr. Perpetua at (028) 7135 1233 for music and rehearsal details.  

 

Next Sunday’s Readings: Acts of the Apostles 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48;  Psalm 97;  1 John 4:7-10; 
 John 15:9-17 (Lectionary I, page 536) 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Diocese of Derry Charismatic Renewal – One-Day Conference: Broomhill Hotel Limavady Road, Derry. 
Saturday 16th May, 9.00am – 5.00pm. For details contact Mona at (028) 7126 9549. 
 

Offertory Gifts: The Confirmation class of 2009 and their families taking responsibility for presenting the Offertory 
gifts at each Sunday Mass are as follows:- 

6.00pm Saturday Vigil Offertory Gifts Rota 9.00am Sunday Morning 

Saturday 16th May 
The family of Brianna Gillen 

Sixth Sunday 
of Easter 

Sunday 17th May 
The family of Caolan Lucas 

Saturday 23rd May 
The family of Sean Maguire 

The Feast of the 
Ascension of the Lord 

Sunday 24th May (11.00am) 
First Holy Communicants 

Saturday 30th May 
The family of Carla McElhatton 

Pentecost 
Sunday 

Sunday 31st May 
The family of Megan McKenna 

Saturday 6th June 
The family of Niamh Coyle 

The Feast of 
the Holy Trinity 

Sunday 7th June 
The family of Caolan O’Neill 

Saturday 13th June 
The family of Eamonn Tracey 

The Feast of 
Corpus Christi 

Sunday 14th June 
The family of Niall Tracey 

Saturday 20th June 
The family of Claire Tuohey 

Twelfth Sunday 
In Ordinary Time 

Sunday 21st June 
The family of Calvin Wilkinson 

As the wider parish community we support these young people and their families with our prayers and we thank 
them for what they are doing for us. If you find yourself unable to attend please ensure that you have arranged 

with another family for the gifts to be presented. 
 

Reflection on Exams: Exams are a test of knowledge or skill. They have their importance. However, they are not a 
measure of the worth of the individual. They indicate one aspect of us, but we are much more than any exam can 
show. Success or failure does not give the full measure of our worth. Each one of us is unique and precious with our 
own gifts and talents. God made us that way. God wants us to use those talents. Exams can be an anxious time. 
But remember, we are more than our exam results. We are loved for who we are, not for our achievements. God 
wants us to discover all our wonderful gifts.  Missionaries of the Sacred Heart Support Centre 
 

Clanabogan Drama Circle – A Wake In The West (A Three Act comedy by Michael J. Ginnelly): 
Greencastle Community Centre Friday 22nd May at 8.30pm. Admission £5.00. Proceeds will go to the Mission work 
of Monsignor Danny and Fr. Mark Monaghan, SMA priests in Nigeria, Africa.  
 

The Sisters of St John (a new religious order recently arrived in Derry) invite you to a day retreat at 
Whiteoaks, Muff on Saturday 23rd May, on the Apocalypse of St John and what it has to do with Knock, led by Fr 
Alain Marie from the Community of St John. Starts at 10.00am and finishes at 8.30pm with Mass at 11.30am,  talks, 
Adoration. Meals available if booked before 15th May, price 15€, please contact the Sisters on (028) 7135 3414. 
Pilgrimage to Knock led by Fr Alain Marie, Tuesday 26th May, 9am-6pm, talks, rosary, confession, Mass at the 
Shrine 11.00am, for info on transport and accommodation, please contact the Sisters on  
(028) 7135 3414. Sr. Mary Magdalene, 10 Belvoir Park, Culmore. Derry BT48 8PQ. 
 

 Questions people ask: 
Q. What did Jesus mean when he said, ‘You are pruned already by the word I have spoken to you’? 
A. The vine needs a springtime pruning to lop off the wild, fruitless branches, and a later pruning which favours 
 the final development of the richest clusters of grapes. Applied to the followers of Jesus, the first pruning   
 refers to those who cut themselves off when they did not accept the word of Jesus that he would give us his 
 flesh to eat and his blood to drink. Peter expressed the faith of the true disciples: ‘Lord, to whom shall we go? 
 You have the message of eternal life’ (John 6:64-68). 

Fr Silvester O’Flynn OFM Cap (silvesteroflynn@gmail.com) 
 

B.A.D.A. An Bruach Dearg Community Centre. Upcoming Events: 

Sunday 10th May Dance, music by ‘Country Legends Peter and Harry’ 

Friday 12th June 
Annual Guest Tea, tickets available from all Committee Members and  
in Broughderg Post Office. 

 

Lotto Numbers: 12, 15, 19, 21   Next Jackpot: £1,000 
Congratulations to Rory Sheehan (Killyclogher) who won the £1,050 jackpot! 

 

 



Discussion Questions – Fifth Sunday of Easter B: 
These questions on Sunday’s readings are for use by discussion groups, prayer groups or for individual prayer.  
First Reading. Acts of the Apostles, Chapter 9, verses 26-31 
1. What motivated Paul to speak out boldly? Give examples of people speaking out for social justice. How does 
 the “speaking out” impact the speaker’s life? Do their efforts always bring about transformation? Explain.  
2. What cries out to you to be changed? Name some ways to “speak out” without using your voice?   
Second Reading. First Letter of Saint John Chapter 3, verses  18-24  
1.  St. John tells us, in effect, to walk the walk, not just talk the talk. Where do you fit on a continuum between 
 walkers and talkers? 
2.  Why do you hesitate? What would your world look like if every day you performed a kind deed for some 
 unsuspecting person? Who would benefit from these acts? 
Gospel. Saint John chapter 15 verses 1-8  
1.  Jesus’ life runs through you. If you (the branches) remain attached to Jesus (the vine), what kind of fruit  
 will result? 
2.  “And every one that does [bear fruit] he prunes so that it bears more fruit.” Have you ever felt like you were 
 being “pruned?” Explain. Metaphorically speaking, was the fruit better after the pruning? Discuss.  
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Sign of Solidarity: The heart of Christian community is the person of Jesus Christ. Jesus is the vine; we are 
the branches. Living within the vine, we will produce abundantly. Separated from the vine, we are a withered, 
rejected branch which can do nothing. 
The commandment that binds together this community is twofold: to believe in Jesus and to love one another 
as he commanded us. When following this commandment of faith and love, we are at peace before him. Such a 
community of faith, love and peace is possible, and Luke assures us that throughout all Judea, Galilee and 
Samaria the church was at peace. 
Our world is not at peace; there is war and division everywhere. For our church to speak peace to this world, it 
will have to be a peaceful community. There must be that faith in, and reliance on Jesus, and there must also 
be that love for one another. The world must be able to look at us and say that we are at peace. Only then will 
our message of peace get through to others. 
 
“That the Church may really be the sign of that solidarity which the family of nations desires, it should show in 
its own life greater cooperation between the Churches of rich and poor regions through spiritual communion 
and division of human and material resources.”                         Synod of Bishops, Justice in the World (1971) 59 
                                                                                                                                                          Gerald Darring 
                                                                                          liturgy.slu.edu/5EasterB051009/reflections_justice.html 
 

The Church in Jordan, Israel, Palestinian Territories (VATICAN CITY, 5TH MAY 2009 (VIS)):  
For the occasion of Benedict XVI's forthcoming pilgrimage to the Holy Land, due to take place from 8 to 15 May, 
statistics have been published concerning the Catholic Church in Jordan, Israel and the Palestinian Territories. 
The information, updated to 31 December 2007, comes from the Central Statistical Office of the Church.                                                                                             
Jordan has a population of 5,720,000 of whom 109,000 (1.91 percent) are Catholic. There are three 
ecclesiastical circumscriptions and sixty-four parishes. Currently, there are four bishops, 103 priests and 258 
religious. Major seminarians number seven. A total of 30,595 students attend the 123 infant, primary, middle 
and secondary schools that belong to the Catholic Church or are run by priests or religious. Other institutions 
belonging to the Church or run by priests or religious in Jordan include two hospitals, one clinic, one family 
counselling centre, and three centres for education and social rehabilitation.                                                                          
Israel and the Palestinian Territories have a population of 7,180,000 of whom 130,000 (1.81 percent) are 
Catholic. There are nine ecclesiastical circumscriptions, seventy-eight parishes and three pastoral centres of 
other kinds. Currently, there are eleven bishops, 406 priests, 1,171 religious and one lay missionary. Minor 
seminarians number fourteen and major seminarians 110.  A total of 43,876 students attend 192 centres of 
Catholic education, from kindergartens to universities. Other institutions belonging to the Church or run by 
priests or religious in Israel and the Palestinian Territories include eleven hospitals, ten clinics, nine homes for 
the elderly or disabled, eleven orphanages and nurseries, four centres for education and social rehabilitation, 
and two institutions of other kinds. 

 

Seeing your life through the lens of the gospels – John 15:1-8: 
1. In a relationship connectedness is important. Relationships cannot be taken for granted and need time and 
 care to be life-giving. What does your experience tell you of the truth of this in your relationship:  
  •  with God  
  •  with your friends  
  •  with your family  
  •  with communities or groups to which you belong? 
2. ‘Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit.’  
 In what ways do you see that you have been ‘pruned’ by the experiences of life, or by the word of God, to 
 be a more fruitful person? Perhaps you have also experienced the need for ‘pruning’ in significant 
 relationships in your life. 
3. The parable also reminds us that we are not the source of our own life. It is a gift from God, from our 
 parents and from all who have nourished us. Give thanks for those who have been a source of life for you. 
4. God is glorified by our being fruitful. When has human fruitfulness reminded you of God at work in 
  our world? 

John Byrne OSA (john@orlagh.ie) 

 

The Deep End – Comfort in the Spirit: 
In his book Things Hidden Richard Rohr writes: ‘Isn’t it ironic that most of the gospel has probably been preached 
and taught by people who are very comfortable? That’s almost an assurance that these preachers will largely miss 
the point, that they will not preach the true or full message’ (p.104). This comes to mind on hearing today’s First 
Reading (Acts 9:26-31). Referring to the early Church Luke writes: ‘Living in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort 
of the Holy Spirit, it increased in numbers’ (v. 31). 
According to Rohr, it seems, comfort and blindness to truth go hand-in-hand. Are we then to hold discomfort, 
insecurity, and borderline poverty as kingdom values – ones we need to live by to be members of the kingdom of 
God? That would be a tall order for many, if so. While Jesus doesn’t appear in the Gospels as ‘very comfortable,’ 
neither does he appear destitute. 
Jesus’ ‘discomfort’ comes from opposing hypocrisy wherever he finds it. Taking a stance against hypocrisy 
threatens his safety, and forces him to the margins of society – even to the most extreme of margins: Golgotha.  
There may be a time for that, although we pray, lead us not into temptation – do not put us to the test. But there is a 
time for enjoying the ‘comfort of the Holy Spirit’, for enjoying the warm and healthy glow that goodness, sincere 
service and holiness of life can produce. Indeed, we are called to be comfortable people; but comfortable with God’s 
Spirit, not with the hypocrisy around or within us. 

Fr. Tom Cahill SVD, Divine Word Missionaries, Donamon, Co Roscommon (tomcee@eircom.net) 

 


